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opinions and of the sympathy with which they were
regarded, was that the Parliament of Paris, long the
uncompromising opponent of dissent, hesitated to
enforce the laws against heresy.

Henry II. determined himself to be present at a
general meeting of the members of the various
courts of law, at which it was proposed to decide
how the laws against heresy should be applied.
It was thought that the King's presence would over-
awe those who were in favour of toleration. But
the most respectable magistrates disdained to con-
ceal their opinions, Anne du Bourg thanked God
that his Majest}7 was present at the decision of a
matter which concerned the cause of our Saviour.
" It was," he said, " no light thing to condemn those
who from the midst of the flames call upon His
name. What! Crimes most worthy of death, blas-
phemy, adultery, horrible sins and perjuries are com-
mitted day by day with impunity In the face of
heaven, while day by day new tortures are devised
for men whose only crime is that by the light of the
Scriptures they have discovered the corruptions of
the Church of Rome!" " Let us clearly under-
stand/' said another judge, " who they are that
trouble the Church, lest it should be said, as Elijah
cried to King Ahab, ' Thou art he that troublest
Israel.*" The indignation of the King exceeded all
measure. He ordered Du Bourg and seven others
to be at once committed to the Bastille; he swore
he would see Du Bourg burn with his own eyes.

But before his vengeance could take effect Henry
II. tilting with the Captain of his Guards was killed